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Welcome to the 4th issue of The 
Student Experience newslet-

ter. In my role as Associate Dean for 
Student and Alumni Affairs, I have the 
pleasure of getting to know students 
beginning with their white coat cere-
mony to commencement. In my near 
25 years at Ross, I have taught 72 se-
mesters and I never stop to be amazed 
by what Rossies achieve as students 
and later, as alumni. Ross strives to 
produce high quality veterinarians and 
deliver an education program that tru-
ly prepares graduates for practice.

And it all starts with your campus 
experience here in St. Kitts. There-
fore, we are always looking for ways 
to improve your experience through-
out your career as a student. In this 
issue, you will fi nd the most recent 

developments in student life including 
the progress of our research building, 
a recap of the PASS Best Dressed 
photo contest and a feature on our 
new manager of health services, Dr. 
Donna Barry.

We are also proud to be a recent 

member of Phi Zeta, the honor soci-
ety of veterinary medicine. Through 
this membership, we honored 16 
students in the top 10 percent of their 
class at the spring Transition Ceremo-
ny, and look forward to continuing to 
recognize your achievements.

Whether you are a new student, or 
about to embark on your veterinary 
career, please stay in touch and I wish 
you all the best for your fall semester.  
Irma may have touched us, but don’t 
let her hold you back.

Kind regards,

Dr. Charles Wallace, DVM MS Dip 
ACVS
Associate Dean of Student Affairs and 
Alumni Relations
Professor of Large Animal Medicine
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On May 23, 2017, the par-
ent company of RUSVM 
announced its new name, 
Adtalem Global Education 
Inc. 

Why Adtalem? Adtalem 
(pronunciation: ad TAL em) 
is Latin for “To Empower,”
which is our purpose as 
an organization. Our ed-
ucators and our academic 
programs empower our 
students to achieve their 
goals, be successful and 
contribute to global com-
munities.
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As part of RUSVM’s continued commit-
ment to the security of our community, 
RUSVM piloted Phase II of the Mobile 
Personal Emergency Response System 
(mPERS) that locates and recovers in-
dividuals by GPS tracking technologies. 
This small, portable personal GPS loca-

tor provides instant two-way communi-
cation between the holder of the S911 
Lola GPS tracking device and the desig-
nated recipient.

LOLA is a portable locating device with 
an emergency call button that connects 
persons to an emergency communica-
tions call center for assistance in the case 
of an extreme emergency situation. The 

purpose of issuing these devices 
is to improve our communi-

ty’s communication link to emergency 
responders in the case of an emergen-
cy when a traditional phone call (cell or 
landline) would not work. LOLA is for 
sudden and extreme emergency situa-
tions when timeliness or physical proxim-
ity does not allow for dialing the RUSVM 
24-hour Emergency Line.

The LOLA devices will be issued incre-
mentally, in order to maximize the expe-
rience of our users. 
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1. What services do you provide to the 
students? 
• Monitor off-campus housing site
• Liaise between students & landlords
• Conduct campus tours
• Assess/inspect off-campus housing
• Manage all student, long-term 

visitor, and VIP visas
• Provide pet import/export guidance
• Prepare car transfer letters
• House students on and off campus
• Instrumental student orientation

• Manage campus living residences
• Offer other assistance as needed

2. What job tasks do you do 
behind the scenes? 
The Housing team does a lot of 
negotiating, organizing, planning, 
strategizing, managing of data, etc. so 
that our students and colleagues can 
experience top quality service.

3. Is there something students or 
colleagues can do to make your job 

easier? We provide the RUSVM 
community with a lot of information 
and it would be helpful if everyone 
read our information in its entirety. 

4. What is the most common question 
you are asked? A myriad of questions 
come our way in regards to matters 
involving tenant/landlord situations. 
Our campus residents will often ask 
questions about topping-up their 
laundry cards.
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One way that Ross alumni en-
gage with our student body is 

by sharing words of wisdom with in-
coming students at the Ross White 
Coat Ceremony.

As a new class of students celebrat-
ed the start of their DVM career 
and donned their white coat for 
the fi rst time, alumna Dr. Alexan-
dra Adler, DVM ’14 shared words 
of wisdom with the class of 2020 
during the keynote address on May 
8, 2017.

“You have fi nally made it to Day 1 
of your veterinary career and it will 
likely be one you will never forget. 
[…] Acceptance into the veterinary 
profession is a high honor; don’t let 
anyone sell it short. Upon gradu-
ation, you will be a part of a small, 
elite group of professionals. We all 
share a common passion for helping 

animals and advancing our skills. I 
can’t think of a better place to pre-
pare you for your future as a veteri-
narian than RUSVM.”

Dr. Adler is originally from Colonia, 
New Jersey. She attended under-
graduate at Skidmore College in 
Saratoga Springs, New York, where 
she earned her bachelor’s degree in 
chemistry. After graduating from 
Skidmore in 2010, she began her 
studies at Ross and completed her 
clinical year at The Ohio State Uni-
versity. Dr. Adler then continued 
on as a small animal general practi-
tioner in Wood-
bridge, New Jer-
sey, joining her 
father at Wood-
bridge Veterinary 
Group which fo-
cuses on surgery 
and ultrasound.
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